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(54) POLYMER ELECTROLYTE FUEL CELL AND METHOD OF MANUFACTURE THEREOF 



(57) The present invention provides a polymer elec- 
trolyte fuel cell stack that includes a cell laminate having 
a plurality of unit cells, which are laid one upon another 
and each of which includes a polymer electrolyte mem- 
brane, a pair of electrodes that are arranged across the 
polymer electrolyte membrane and respectively have a 
catalytic reaction layer, a separator having means for 
feeding a supply of fuel gas containing hydrogen gas to 
one of the electrodes, and another separator having 
means for feeding a supply of oxidant gas to the other of 
the electrodes. In the polymer electrolyte fuel cell stack, 
a sealing portion is disposed at least in the vicinity of 
each electrode. The polymer electrolyte fuel cell stack 
of the present invention has excellent durability and pro- 
ductivity. Gasket sealing portions, a sealing portion for 
cooling water, and sealing portions for water and gas in 
an internal humidifying unit are constituted by a polymer 
compound that has polyisobutylene as the backbone 
structure. This arrangement ensures the high reliability. 
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Description 

Technical Field 

5 [0001 ] The present invention relates to a polymer electrolyte fuel cell stack that works at ordinary temperature and 
is used for portable power sources, electric vehicle power sources, and domestic cogeneration systems. 

Background Art 

10 [0002] The polymer electrolyte fuel cell generates the electricity and the heat simultaneously by reacting a fuel such 
as hydrogen and an oxidant gas such as the air, electrochemically at gas diffusion electrodes with a catalyst like plati- 
num carried thereon. 

[0003] One example of the polymer electrolyte fuel cell stack is shown in the partially omitted perspective view of 
Fig. 4. 

15 [0004] On the opposite faces of a polymer electrolyte membrane 3, which selectively transports hydrogen ions, cat- 
alytic reaction layers 2, which are constituted by carbon powder with a platinum metal catalyst carried thereon, are 
closely formed. And, according to the requirement, a f luorocarbon water repellent may be added. 
[0005] The polymer electrolyte used here may be a f luorocarbon polymer with sulfonate groups introduced into the 
ends of their side chains. This electrolyte has proton conductivity in the wet state. In order to activate the fuel cell, it is 

20 accordingly required to keep the polymer electrolyte in the wet state. The polymer electrolyte in the wet state has strong 
acidity due to H + dissociated from the sulfonate groups at the ends. Accordingly, the acid resistance is required for the 
material of the portions that are in direct contact with the electrolyte. The equivalent material to the electrolyte is also 
admixed to the reaction electrodes, so that the acid resistance is required for the material of the portions that are in 
direct contact with the reaction electrodes. 

25 [0006] Further, on the respective outer faces of the catalytic reaction layers 2A, a pair of diffusion layers 1 having 
both the gas permeability and the electrical conductivity are closely formed. This catalytic reaction layer 2 and the dif- 
fusion layer 1 constitute an electrode (an anode or a cathode). 

[0007] In the case where pure hydrogen is used as the fuel, as a material constituting the anode and cathode, the 
same material can be used. In the case where the fuel is a gas mainly containing hydrogen, which is obtained by 
30 reforming a hydrocarbon fuel, carbon monoxide is naturally contained in the reformed gas. In order to prevent the noble 
metal catalyst from being poisoned with carbon monoxide, there is a proposal to add an anti-CO poisoning substance, 
such as ruthenium only to the anode side. 

[0008] Outsides of the electrode, conductive separator (bi-polar) plates 4 are further arranged so as to mechani- 
cally fix the assembly of these electrolyte membrane and the electrodes and connect adjoining assemblies electrically 

35 with each other in series. In a portion of the separator plate 4 that is in contact with the electrode, a gas flow path 5 is 
formed to feed the supply of the reaction gas to the surface of the electrode and flow out the gas evolved by the reaction 
and the remaining excess gas. And, the gas manifolds 8, which supply a gas to and exhaust a gas from the fuel cells, 
and water manifolds 14, which supply water for cooling the fuel cell stack down and exhausts the water. A cooling 
means such as a cooling plate may be provided to the separator plate 4 may have. 

40 [0009] In order to prevent the hydrogen gas and the air from being leaked from the cell laminate or from being unde- 
sirably mixed with each other, an internal sealing structure is general one, in which sealing portions or O-rings are dis- 
posed around the electrodes across the polymer electrolyte membrane. 

[0010] Since the above-mentioned proton-conductive electrolyte has strong acidity, a f luorocarbon polymer mate- 
rial having high acid resistance is employed for sealing portions like gaskets that are in direct contact with the electro- 
45 lyte. 

[0011] With a view to maximizing the area of the electrodes, an external sealing structure may in adopted, which 
does not use the sealing portions or O-rings around the electrodes but extends the ends of the electrodes to the side 
face of the cell laminate and seal the side face of the cell laminate with an air-tight non-conductive material. 
[001 2] The polymer electrolyte fuel cell stacks of the external sealing structure are divided into an internal manifold 
50 type and an external manifold type. In the internal manifold type, the manifolds or gas flow paths for feeding a supply of 
gas to the respective unit cells are formed inside the cell laminate in the form of through apertures that pass through 
the constituents of the cell laminate such as separators. In the external manifold type, on the other hand, the manifolds 
are arranged outside the cell laminate. 

[0013] In the prior art method wherein a solution obtained by dissolving a resin in a solvent is applied and dried or 
55 a reactive resin is applied and solidified in order to form the gas seal portion that covers the side face of the cell lami- 
nate, however, there is a problem that the sufficient gas sealing property cannot be given. 

[0014] When the manifolds, which connects with gas inlets and outlets, are provided, the significant unevenness on 
the surface of the gas seal formed by the resin makes it difficult to ensure the favorable gas sealing property at a portion 



2 



EP 1 009 052 A1 



where the side face of the cell laminate is in contact with the manifold. 

[0015] For example, there is a method which casts a thermosetting resin such as an epoxy resin into a cast mold 
which envelopes the cell laminate to integrally mold, but solidification of the resin takes time to bring about poor produc- 
tivity. 

[001 6] Any of the above method has another problem that the gas inlets and outlets are closed by the air-tight non- 
conductive material. 

[001 7] Around the electrodes, sealing portions like gaskets are disposed and sandwiched between a pair of sepa- 
rator plates in order to prevent the reaction gases fed to the cathode and the anode from being leaked. The prior art 
technique arranges hard gaskets composed of, for example, a f luorocarbon resin, around the peripheral portion of the 
electrodes and subsequently places a pair of separator plates across the gaskets and, therefore, there needs the accu- 
rate adjustment of the thickness of the electrodes and the gaskets. 

[0018] In the case where the gaskets have rubber-like elasticity, however, the strict size accuracy is not required, 
but the function of the gaskets can be attained by a certain level of adjustment of the thickness. The properties required 
for the gaskets thus include acid resistance and the rubber-like elasticity. Although having the poorer acid resistance 
than the f luorocarbon resin, ethylene-propylene-diene rubber (EPDM) having elasticity is sometimes used for the mate- 
rial of the gaskets. 

[0019] The separator plates are directly in contact with the electrodes and are thereby required to have high gas 
tightness and electrical conductivity, as well as the acid resistance. When the air is used as the oxidant gas, it is 
required to enhance the flow rate of the air supplied to the cathode and to efficiently remove liquid water or water vapor 
evolved at the cathode. A complicated structure generally called the serpentine-type as shown in Fig. 5 is typically 
applied for the gas flow path structure in the separator plate. The separator plate is obtained by cutting a carbon mate- 
rial such as a dense carbon plate having gas tightness, a carbon plate impregnated with a resin, or glassy carbon to a 
desired shape and forming grooves for gas flow paths. In another example, the separator may be obtained by process- 
ing and plating a corrosion-resistant alloy plate with a noble metal on demand. 

[0020] Also, on demand, the carbon material or the corrosion-resistant metal material may be used only for the por- 
tions that are in contact with the electrodes and require the sufficient electrical conductivity. Further, there has been an 
attempt that the separator plates of a resin-containing composite material may be used for the peripheral portions such 
as manifolds, which do not require the electrical conductivity. Also, there is suggested that a resin is mixed with carbon 
powder or metal power and press-molds or injection-molds. 

[0021] However, the f luorocarbon material is employed for the sealing portions like gaskets, there is a problem of 
high cost. The f luorocarbon material is generally a very hard resin and requires an extremely large load to clamp the 
gaskets and sufficiently seal the flow of gas or cooling water. Therefore, there are attempts to use the porous f luorocar- 
bon material or to apply the fluorocarbon paste on the separator plates, which are used in dry or half dry state. The 
porous fluorocarbon material is, however, expensive. In addition, there is a problem that the sufficient sealing properties 
cannot be attained when the load applied for clamping is not as large as the level that damages the porosity. 
[0022] The fluorocarbon paste used for the sealing portions still has high material cost. When dried and cured, the 
hardness thereof makes it difficult to regulate the thickness at the time of the application. The rubber material like EPDM 
does not have so high acid resistance as the fluorocarbon resin and is thus not suitable for the long-term use. The gen- 
eral EPDM has thermoplasticity and is deformed with time at the cell-driving temperature as of 80°C. In same cases, 
there is a problem that the deformation blocks the gas flow path and lowers the supply of the fuel. 
[0023] With respect to the material for the separator plates, in the case where the dense carbon plate having gas 
tightness or glassy carbon is employed for the separator plates, the cutting work is required to form the gas flow paths. 
This is undesirable from the viewpoints of mass production and manufacturing cost. In the case where the carbon plate 
impregnated with a resin is used for the separator plates, impregnation of the resin after formation of gas f bw paths 
causes warpage of the carbon plate because of little elasticity of the resin. Post treatment including the work of cutting 
the gas flow paths should accordingly be required after impregnation of the resin. When a phenol resin or a silicone 
resin is used as the impregnating material, the sufficient acid resistance cannot be attained. In the case where the cor- 
rosion-resistant alloy or the material plated with a noble metal is used, the cutting work is required to form the serpen- 
tine flow path structure. 

[0024] In the case where the mixture of a resin and carbon powder or metal powder is press-molded or injection- 
molded to separator plates, the resin itself is required to have acid resistance. The fluorocarbon resin or another hard 
resin material has low fluidity and difficulty in molding. The resin having poor fluidity allows only a low content of the 
resin in the mixture. In this case, post treatment, for example, impregnating the portions that require the gas tightness 
with the resin, is required after the molding. This results in the complicated structure. 

[0025] The object of the present invention is thus to provide a polymer electrolyte fuel cell stack having excellent 
durability of seals. The object of the present invention is also to provide a method of manufacturing such a polymer elec- 
trolyte fuel cell stack with a high productivity. 
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Disclosure of the Invention 

[0026] The present invention relates to a polymer electrolyte fuel cell stack (hereinafter simply referred to as PEFC) 
comprising a cell laminate having a plurality of unit cells, which are laid one upon another, and each of which includes 
a polymer electrolyte membrane, a pair of electrodes that are arranged across the polymer electrolyte membrane and 
respectively have a catalytic reaction layer, a separator having means for feeding a supply of fuel gas containing hydro- 
gen to one of the electrodes, and another separator having means for feeding a supply of oxidant gas to the other of the 
electrodes, wherein a sealing portion is disposed at least in the vicinity of each electrode. 

[0027] It is preferable to have the sealing portion over a whole side face of the unit cells. It is also preferable that 
the separator has cooling means with a sealing portion. It is preferable to have the sealing portion around each elec- 
trode or in a space formed in the vicinity of each electrode between the separators. It is preferable to have a humidifying 
unit that enables heat exchange between a flow of cooling water discharged from the polymer electrolyte fuel cell stack 
and a flow of fuel gas fed to the polymer electrolyte fuel cell stack and simultaneously carries out heating and humidi- 
fying, the humidifying unit having a sealing portion. 

[0028] Also, it is preferable that the sealing portion is constituted by a polymer compound expressed by Formula (1 ) 
given below: 

CH3 

Ri-^ X i -f- CHz— C—^Y i -}j-R2 

I (i) 
CH3 

wherein R 1 and R 2 are non-functional end groups; Xi and Yi are independently polymerizable functional groups 
and form crosslinking points after polymerization; m is an integer of not less than 1 and represents a number of 
repeated isobutylene oligomer units; and i is an integer of not less than 1 and represents the degree of polymerization. 
[0029] Further, it is preferable that the sealing portion is constituted by a mixture of the polymer compound 
expressed by Formula (1) given above and an electron-conductive material. 

[0030] In addition, it is preferable that the separator is constituted by a carbon material or a metal material and a 
polymer compound expressed by Formula (1) given below: 



Ri X i CHz 



wherein and R 2 are non-functional end groups; Xi and Yi are independently polymerizable functional groups 
and form crosslinking points after polymerization; m is an integer of not less than 1 and represents a number of 
repeated isobutylene oligomer units; and i is an integer of not less than 1 and represents the degree of polymerization. 
[0031] Also, it is preferable that the polymerizable functional groups Xi and Yi in Formula (1) given above are inde- 
pendently selected among the group consisting of allyl group, acryloyl group, methacryloyl group, isocyanate group, 
and epoxy group. 

[0032] It is also preferable that the number of repeated isobutylene oligomer units m in Formula (1) given above 
ranges from 56 to 72. 

[0033] It is further preferable that the degree of polymerization i of the polymer compound in Formula (1) given 
above is not less than 8000. 

[0034] Also, it is preferable that at least portion of the sealing portion is formed by injection molding a non-conduc- 
tive gas-tight material. 

[0035] Further, it is preferable that at least portion of the sealing portion consists of plural layers, and an outer-most 
layer thereof is formed by injection molding. 

[0036] Also, it is preferable that a manifold for feeding the supply of fuel gas or the supply of oxidant gas to each of 
the electrodes is disposed on a side face of the cell laminate. 
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[0037] It is also preferable that the sealing portion has a three-layered structure, where a heat-resistant hard resin 
layer is interposed between a pair of elastic resin layers. 

[0038] It is preferable that the heat-resistant hard resin layer is constituted by a polyethylene terephthalate resin and 
the elastic resin layer is constituted by a polymer compound expressed by Formula (1) given below: 



wherein R 1 and R 2 are non-functional end groups; Xi and Yi are independently polymerizable functional groups 
and form crosslinking points after polymerization; m is an integer of not less than 1 and represents a number of 
repeated isobutylene oligomer units; and i is an integer of not less than 1 and represents the degree of polymerization. 

Brief Description of the Drawings 



Fig. 1 is a sectional view schematically illustrating a main portion of a PEFC in Example 1 of the present invention. 
Fig. 2 is a perspective view illustrating separator plates used in the PEFC of Fig. 1 . 

Fig. 3 is a sectional view schematically illustrating a main portion of a PEFC in Example 3 of the present invention. 
Fig. 4 is a perspective view schematically illustrating a PEFC of the present invention. 

Fig. 5 is a top view schematically illustrating the structure of a separator plate used in Example 6 of the present 
invention. 

Fig. 6 is a top view schematically illustrating the structure of an ME A with the separator plates in Example 6 of the 
present invention. 

Fig. 7 is a top view schematically illustrating a plate-like molded gasket used in Example 6 of the present invention. 
Fig. 8 is a top view schematically illustrating the structure of a separator plate used in Example 9 of the present 
invention. 

Fig. 9 is a top view schematically illustrating the structure of the separator plate used in Example 9 of the present 
invention. 

Fig. 10 is a top view schematically illustrating the structure of an ME A in Example 10 of the present invention. 
Fig. 1 1 is a top view schematically illustrating the structure of an MEA in Example 1 1 of the present invention. 
Fig. 12 is a top view schematically illustrating the structure of a plate-like molded gasket used in Example 1 1 of the 
present invention. 

Fig. 13 is a top view schematically illustrating the structure of a separator plate used in Example 1 1 of the present 
invention. 

Fig. 14 is a sectional view schematically illustrating a PEFC in Example 1 1 of the present invention. 

Fig. 15 is a top view schematically illustrating the structure of a separator plate used in Example 14 of the present 

invention. 

Fig. 16 is a sectional view schematically illustrating a PEFC including a layered internal humidifying unit in Example 
1 4 of the present invention. 

Best Modes for Carrying Out the Invention 

[0040] The present invention is characterized in that a sealing portion is provided at each constituent of a PEFC, in 
order to prevent gas and water from leaking mainly from electrodes included in the PEFC. 

[0041] The present invention accordingly relates to a PEFC comprising a cell laminate having a plurality of unit 
cells, which are laid one upon another and each of which includes a polymer electrolyte membrane, a pair of electrodes 
that are arranged across the polymer electrolyte membrane and respectively have a catalytic reaction layer, a separator 
having means for feeding a supply of fuel gas containing hydrogen to one of the electrodes, and another separator hav- 
ing means for feeding a supply of oxidant gas to the other of the electrodes, a sealing portion is provided at least in the 
periphery of each electrode. As described above, the present invention may be actualized by a variety of applications 




CH3 
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but is described in detail with two typical embodiments as shown in the fallowings. 
(1) First Embodiment 

5 [0042] The present invention provides a PEFC comprising a cell laminate having a plurality of unit cells, which are 
laid one upon another and each of which includes a polymer electrolyte membrane, a pair of electrodes that are 
arranged across the polymer electrolyte membrane and respectively have a catalytic reaction layer, means for feeding 
and distributing a supply of fuel gas containing hydrogen to one of the electrodes, and means for feeding and distribut- 
ing a supply of oxidant gas to the other of the electrodes, wherein a sealing portion is formed by covering a side face of 

10 the cell laminate with a non-conductive gas-tight material. 

[0043] It is preferable that at least portion of the sealing portion is formed by injection molding a non-conductive, 
gas-tight material or that at least portion of the sealing portion consists of plural layers and an outer-most layer thereof 
is formed by injection molding. 

[0044] Uke the prior art PEFC, it is further preferable that a manifold is disposed on the side face of the cell laminate 
is to feed the supply of fuel gas or the supply of oxidant gas to each of the electrodes included in the unit cell. 

[0045] The present invention also provides a method of manufacturing such a PEFC. The present invention is 
accordingly directed to a method of manufacturing a PEFC comprising a cell laminate having a plurality of unit cells, 
which are laid one upon another and each of which includes a polymer electrolyte membrane, a pair of electrodes that 
are arranged across the polymer electrolyte membrane and respectively have a catalytic reaction layer, means for feed- 
20 ing a supply of fuel gas to one of the electrodes, and means for feeding a supply of oxidant gas to the other of the elec- 
trodes comprising the steps of: laying a plurality of unit cells one upon another and mechanically clamping and fixing 
the layered unit cells from both end faces thereof to obtain a cell laminate; and forming a sealing portion, which com- 
prises a non-conductive gas-tight material, on a side face of the cell laminate, wherein the step of forming the sealing 
portion includes the step of injection-molding an outer circumference of the cell laminate. 
25 [0046] Prior to the step of forming the sealing portion, the step of disposing a manifold on the side face of the cell 
laminate may be included. 

[0047] The present invention also provides a method of manufacturing a PEFC comprising a cell laminate having a 
plurality of unit cells, which are laid one upon another and each of which includes a polymer electrolyte membrane, a 
pair of electrodes that are arranged across the polymer electrolyte membrane and respectively have a catalytic reaction 

30 layer, means for feeding and distributing a supply of fuel gas to one of the electrodes, and means for feeding and dis- 
tributing a supply of oxidant gas to the other of the electrodes, comprising the step of applying a liquid precursor of a 
non-conductive gas-tight material on an inner surface of a manifold and making the material dried and solidified to form 
a sealing portion inside the manifold, while preventing gas inlet and outlet of each unit cell open to the manifold from 
being blocked by the solidified non-conductive gas-tight material. 

35 [0048] In this case, the step of forming the sealing portion inside the manifold may include the steps of: arranging 
a porous film at the gas inlet and outlet, prior to the application of the liquid precursor; and removing the porous film 
after the solidification of the liquid precursor. 

[0049] It is preferable that the forming step of the sealing portion is carried out while the supplies of gases are con- 
tinuously flown to the means for distributing the respective gases to the electrodes. 

40 [0050] In the PEFC of the first embodiment according to the present invention, it is preferable that the sealing por- 
tion is integrally formed by applying a mechanically strong resin such as engineering plastics, on the side face of the 
cell laminate, and such arrangement can provide the PEFC having excellent gas tightness and mechanical strength. 
This also gives a smooth outer surface, which leads to the favorable appearance and, when forming the sealing portion, 
facilitates formation of the sealing portion thereon. 

45 [0051] If the sealing portion consists of plural layers, which includes an outer-most resin layer formed by injection 
molding, it preferably further improves the durability of the sealing portion. 

[0052] For example, the sealing portion comprising a layer composed of a cushioning material that absorbs 
mechanical shocks can improve the shock resistance of the fuel cell stack. 

[0053] Since the method of manufacturing the PEFC according to the present invention includes the step of forming 
so the sealing portion by injection -molding the non-conductive gas-tight material, the fuel cell stack having excellent 
mechanical properties to be manufactured within a short time period. 

[0054] Also, if the step of arranging a manifold on the side face of the cell laminate is included, prior to the formation 
of the sealing portion, the sealing portion and the side face of the cell laminate can be preferably formed integrally. And, 
it is favorable that the process of fixing the manifold can be omitted. 
55 [0055] It is preferable that the method of manufacturing the PEFC according to the present invention includes the 
step of applying a liquid precursor of a non-conductive gas-tight material on an inner surface of a manifold and making 
the material dried and solidified, so as to form a sealing portion inside the manifold, while preventing gas inlet and outlet 
of each unit cell open to the manifold from being blocked by the solidified non-conductive gas-tight material. This 
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arrangement assures the inlet and outlet of each gas to and from each unit cell. 

[0056] In order to form the sealing portion while preventing the gas inlet and outlet from being blocked by the seal- 
ing portion, it is preferable to arrange a porous film at the gas inlet and outlet open to the manifold, to make a liquid resin 
precursor penetrate into the film and enter the clearances of the electrodes and separators, and solidifies the liquid 
resin material, so as to form the sealing portion. 

[0057] In this case, due to the surface tension of the liquid precursor, the liquid precursor penetrates into the film 
not to a level that blocks the fluid inlet and outlet but to a level that enters only the clearances of the electrodes and the 
separators that are in direct contact and is solidified and, therefore, the fluid inlet and outlet can be ensured by removing 
the film after the solidification of the liquid precursor. 

[0058] It is preferable that the sealing portion is formed inside the manifold by applying and drying the resin precur- 
sor while the supplies of gases are continuously flown to the means for distributing the respective gases to the elec- 
trodes. Application of the resin precursor under the continuous flow of the gas effectively prevents the resin precursor 
from entering the fluid inlet and outlet, and the fluid inlet and outlet are not blocked if the sealing portion is solidified. 
[0059] In addition to the above-mentioned methods, there is a method wherein the sealing portion is formed after 
the fluid inlet and outlet are blocked previously with a solid substance. In this case, the solid substance is removed from 
the fluid inlet and outlet after the formation of the sealing portion to ensure the gas inlet and outlet. 
[0060] As the non-conductive gas-tight material, a phenol resin or the like may be employed which becomes the 
sealing agent when solidified. 

[0061 ] As the resin material, a liquid-crystal polymer or the like may be used. 



(2) Second Embodiment 



[0062] The second embodiment of the present invention is a PEFC, in which a pair of electrodes arranged across 
a polymer electrolyte membrane is interposed between a pair of separator plates that supply and discharge a fuel gas 
to and from one of the electrodes, and a cooling jig is attached to the separator plate, wherein a sealing portion which 
is constituted by a polymer compound having polyisobutylene as a backbone structure expressed by Formula (1 ) given 
below: 

CH3 

Rj-£- X i^CHa-C-^Y i ^j- Rz 

CH3 



wherein and R 2 are non-functional end groups; Xi and Yi are independently polymerizable functional groups 
and form crosslinking points after polymerization; m is an integer of not less than 1 and represents a number of 
repeated isobutylene oligomer units; and i is an integer of not less than 1 and represents the degree of polymerization 
is arranged around each of the electrodes to prevent the fuel gas and water produced at the electrodes from leaking 
outside the fuel cell stack 

[0063] It is preferable that the cooling jig has a sealing portion, which is constituted by the polymer compound 
expressed by Formula (1) given above to prevent the coolant passing through the cooling jig from leaking outside the 
fuel cell stack. 

[0064] The sealing portion may be constituted by a mixture of the polymer compound expressed by Formula (1) 
given above and an electron conductive material. 

[0065] Further, in the PEFC of the present invention, a sealing portion constituted by the polymer compound 
expressed by Formula (1) given above is arranged in a clearance in the periphery of the electrodes between the pair of 
separator plates or in the periphery of the electrodes between the pair of separator plates to prevent the fuel gas and 
water produced at the electrode from leaking outside the fuel cell stack. 

[0066] It is preferable that the separator plates are constituted by a mixture of a carbon material or a metal material 
and the polymer compound expressed by Formula (1) given above. 

[0067] Also, by providing a humidifying unit that performs heat exchange between a flow of cooling water dis- 
charged from the PEFC and a flow of fuel gas fed to the PEFC and simultaneously carries out heating and humidifying 
and by including a sealing portion constituted by the polymer compound expressed by Formula (1) given above, the 
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cooling water and the fuel gas may be prevented from leaking outside the fuel cell stack 

[0068] It is preferable that the polymerizable functional group in Formula (1) given above is ally! group, acryloyl 
group, methacryloyl group, isocyanate group or epoxy group. 

[0069] It is also preferable that the number of repeated isobutylene oligomer units m in Formula (1) given above 
ranges from 56 to 72. It is further preferable that the degree of polymerization i of the polymer compound in Formula (1 ) 
given above is not less than 8000. 

[0070] The sealing portion constituted by the polymer compound expressed by Formula (1) given above is prefer- 
ably formed by applying a solution containing at least a reactive oligomer expressed by Formula (2) 

CH3 

I 

X — (-CH2-C- 



'm 

CH3 (2) 



I 



on a place to be sealed and by curing the reactive oligomer by copolymerization. 

[0071] Further, according to the present invention, the sealing portions have a three-layered structure in which a 
heat-resistant hard resin layer is interposed between elastic resin layers may be arranged around the electrodes or in 
the cooling jig to prevent the fuel gas and the coolant passing through the cooling jig from leaking outside the fuel cell 
stack. 

[0072] In this arrangement, it is preferable that the center layer of the sealing portion having the three-layered struc- 
ture is constituted by a polyethylene terephthalate resin and the outer layers arranged across this are constituted by the 
polymer compound expressed by Formula (1) given above. 

[0073] In the PEFC of the second embodiment according to the present invention, the sealing portions for the elec- 
trodes, the sealing portion for cooling water and/or the sealing portions for water and gas in the internal humidifying unit 
are constituted by the polymer compound having polyisobutylene as the backbone structure expressed by Formula (1) 
given above, thereby enabling the formation of the sealing portion having acid resistance at a low cost 
[0074] In such a method for manufacturing the PEFC, the PEFC can be manufactured at a low cost by applying a 
solution containing at least the reactive oligomer expressed by Formula (2) given above on a place to be sealed and 
then, by copolymerizing and curing the reactive oligomer. 

[0075] The polymer compound expressed by Formula (1) given above is excellent in acid resistance and inexpen- 
sive and has elasticity and heat resistance. This is accordingly better than the f luorocarbon resin or EPDM for the aas- 
kets and the sealing material of the cooling water. 

[0076] When a carbon plate impregnated with the polymer compound expressed by Formula (1) given above is 
used as the separator plate, the impregnation of the resin may be carried out after the formation of gas flow path in the 
nonsense carbon plate, because of the elasticity of the resin. Since the non-dense carbon plate before the impregna- 
tion of the resin is more resilient and easily processed than the carbon plate impregnated with the resin, the processing 
is significantly facilitated. H ^ 

[0077] Further, in the case of mixing carbon powder or metal powder is mixed with the polymer compound 
expressed by Formula (1) given above and press-molding or injection -molding the mixture, the fluidity in molding can 
be improved because of the elasticity of the resin. Even when the content of the resin increases, the fluidity in molding 
is favorable and, therefore, the step such as the post treatment after the molding can be omitted. 
[0078] Also, when carbon or a metal is used only for the portion that requires the electrical conductivity inside the 
separator plate and the polymer compound expressed by Formula (1) given above is used for the periphery of the por- 
tion having a complicated shape like a manifold and the sealing portion that does not require the electrical conductivity, 
the rubber-like flexibility of the polymer compound facilitates the sealing. 

[0079] Even if the carbon or metal material used for the portion that requires the electrical conductivity and the pol- 
ymer compound expressed by Formula (1) given above and used for the portion that does not require the electrical con- 
ductivity have different coefficients of thermal expansion, there is no fear to bring about damage to the separator plate 
in the course of heating or cooling the fuel cell stack due to the difference between the coefficients of thermal expan- 
sion, because of the rubber-like flexibility. 

[0080] In the above description, the polymer expressed by Formula (1 ) is obtained by crosslinking a plurality of units 
at end functional groups portions, where each unit includes the repeated number m of isobutylene oligomers and the 
end functional groups X and Y added thereto. When allyl group, acryloyl group, methacryloyl group, isocyanate group 
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and the epoxy group are employed used for X and Y, the resulting polymer that is polymerized at the crosslinking points 
of X and Y has a network structure crosslinked in matrices because these functional groups are the polyfunction^ 
groups. 

[0081 ] At that time, the physical properties of the polymer are significantly affected by the number of repeated iso- 
butylene oligomer units in, the degree of polymerization i, and the end functional groups in the polymer compound 
expressed by Formula (1) given above. 

[0082] The present inventors have found, as a result of intensive studies, that the favorable number of repeated iso- 
butylene oligomer units in ranges from 56 to 72 in the polymer compound used for the sealing portions in the PEFC It 
is also found that the repeated number m is preferably 64 on average, and the degree of polymerization i is not less than 
8000. 

[0083] In the followings, the present invention is described with some examples, although the present invention is 
not at all restricted only thereto. 

Example 1 

[0084] Carbon powder having the particle diameter of not greater than several microns was soaked in an aqueous 
solution of chloroplatinic acid and the platinum catalyst was carried on the surface of the carbon powder by reduction 
The weight ratio of carbon to platinum carried thereon was 1 : 1. Then, the carbon powder with the platinum catalyst 
carried thereon was dispersed in an alcohol solution of a polymer electrolyte to yield a slurry. 

[0085] On the other hand, carbon paper having a thickness of 400 urn, which was the material of electrodes was 
impregnated with an aqueous dispersion of a fluorocarbon resin (Neoflon ND-1 manufactured by Daikin Industries Co.. 
Ltd.) and dried and then heated at 400°C for 30 minutes to give the water repellency. 

[0086] As shown in Fig. 1, the slurry containing the carbon powder was applied uniformly on a single face of the 
water-repelled carbon paper to form a catalytic layer 2. 

[0087] The obtained carbon paper electrode 1 was cut into the size of 10 by 10 cm, whereas a polymer electrolyte 
membrane 3 was cut into the size of 12 by 12 cm. The process laid a pair of the carbon paper electrodes 1 across the 
polymer electrolyte membrane 3 in such a manner that the respective catalytic layers 2 of the electrodes 1 were in con- 
tact with the polymer electrolyte membrane 3 and dried to yield an electrolyte membrane-electrode assembly (herein- 
after referred to as "ME A"). 

[0088] Then the MEA thus obtained was interposed between a pair of carbon separator plates 4 having the air- 
tightness to assemble a unit cell. The thickness of each separator plate 4 was 4 mm. 

[0089] In the process of interposing the MEA between the pair of separator plates, polyethylene terephthalate 
(PET) sheets 15, which had the same outer dimensions as those of the carbon separator plates, were arranged around 
the electrodes. The PET sheets are hard and do not have sealing properties, but are used as spacers between the car- 
bon separator plates and the electrolyte membrane. 

[0090] Two unit cells were laid one upon the other to construct a unit cell laminate. In this example, no O rinqs were 
used for sealing the cooling unit. 

[0091] The separators included in the unit cell laminate are shown in Fig. 2. The used separators here include a 
separator plate 4a having a cooling water flow path 7 formed in one face thereof and a gas flow path 6 formed in the 
other face thereof, a separator plate 4b having a gas flow path 5 formed in one face thereof and the gas flow path 6 
formed in the other face thereof, and a separator 4c having the gas flow path 5 formed in one face thereof and the cool- 
ing water flow path 7 formed in the other face thereof. An inlet 1 1 and an outlet 1 r of the gas flow path 5, an inlet and 
an outlet of the gas flow path 6, and an inlet 12 and an outlet 12' of the cooling water flow path 7 are constituted on 
opposite sides. 

[0092] The gas flow paths 5 and 6 and the cooling water flow path 7 were formed on the surface of the separator 
by cutting. For example, the gas flow path 5 of this example was formed by cutting a groove of 2 mm in width and 1 mm 
in depth on the surface of the separator in a shape shown in Fig. 2. 

[0093] Manifold apertures 8a and 8a' communicating with the gas flow path 5, manifold apertures 8c and 8c' com- 
municating with the gas flow path 6, and manifold apertures 8b and 8b' communicating with the cooling water flow path 
7 were formed in the circumferential portion of the separator plates. Lamination of unit cells causes, for example, the 
manifold apertures 8c to be aligned and form a manifold 8 of the cell laminate. This is true for the other manifold aper- 
tures. The supply and discharge of each fluid is flown through each manifold. 

[0094] In such a manner, by laying 50 unit cells one upon another, placing respective pairs of metal collector plates, 
insulator plates composed of an electrical insulating material, and end plates in this sequence on both ends of the stack 
of 50 unit cells, and clamping the end plates with bolts piercing them and nuts, a cell laminate (PEFC) was manufac- 
tured. The clamping pressure was 1 0 kgf/cm 2 per area of the separator. 

[0095] Subsequently a phenol resin solution was charged into the manifold apertures, which were aligned in the cell 
laminate, from an opening of the manifold 8 located in the end plate, so as to apply the inner surface of the manifold 
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apertures 8 with the phenol resin and dry the phenol resin, thereby forming a sealing portion inside the manifold aper- 
tures 8, except the gas inlet and outlet 1 1 to each unit cell. When the phenol resin solution charged has an excessively 
high viscosity or when the gas inlet and outlet 1 1 have excessively small bores, the phenol resin may block the gas inlet 
and outlet 1 1 . The other manifolds were processed in this manner. 

[0096] A mold having inner dimensions greater by 6 mm than the outer dimensions of the cell laminate was pro- 
duced. A resin was injected into a space defined by the mold and electrode end plates of stainless steel at the injection 
pressure of 100 to 1000 kgf/cm 2 and the peak temperature of 300°C, so as to form a resin mold 9 integrally on the side 
face of the cell laminate. The resin used here was one of liquid-crystal polymers and sold under the name of Zenite 
HX6130 by du Pont Corp. There were 2 to 32 openings for injection formed in the circumferential portion of the mold. 
[0097] The excessively large injection pressure or the excessively low temperature in the course of resin molding 
may cause a damage or deformation of the resulting fuel cell stack. The insufficient injection pressure, on the other 
hand, causes the whole surface not to be covered with the resin or results in insufficient gas sealing properties. The 
extremely high temperature still allows the injection molding but lowers the performance of the resulting fuel cell stack. 
This is ascribed to denaturation of the electrodes due to heat. 

[0098] The injection molding was performed with a variety of resins, such as nylon resin having a lower injection 
temperature, other than the above resin. 

[0099] AS the result of a performance test of the fuel cell stacks injection-molded in the above manner, the fuel cell 
stack manufactured under the optimized conditions of injection molding (that is, the injection pressure of 500 kgf/cm 2 , 
the injection temperature of 200°C, the die temperature of 120°C) had equivalent initial performance (0.65 V - 0.6 A 
/cm 2 ) to that of the prior art fuel cell stack prepared by applying and drying only a phenol resin on the outer surface of 
the cell laminate. 

[01 00] The fuel cell stack injection-molded in the above manner was then subjected to a durability test. The fuel cell 
stack was kept in an environment of 80°C and relative humidity of 90% and evaluated periodically. For the purpose of 
comparison, the prior art fuel cell stack prepared by applying and drying only a phenol resin on the outer surface of the 
cell laminate was also evaluated in the same manner. 

[01 01 ] As the result, whereas the prior art fuel cell stack had lowered performance after being left in the above envi- 
ronment for 150 hours, the fuel cell stack of the present invention did not have such lowered performance but showed 
excellent durability. 

Example 2 

[0102] A cell laminate of this example was prepared in the same manner as Example 1 . Then, after applying and 
drying butadiene rubber dissolved in a solvent on the outer surface of the cell laminate, a PEFC was manufactured in 
the same manner as Example 1 . The PEFC was kept under vibrations for evaluation of the durability and, as the result, 
the cell performance after the vibration test was substantially the same as the cell performance before the vibration test. 
This may be ascribed to that butadiene rubber functions as a cushioning material against the mechanical strength. 

Comparative Example 1 

[01 03] The PEFC manufactured in Example 1 was kept under vibrations in the same manner as Example 2. As the 
result, the cell performance after the vibration test was lower than the cell performance before the vibration test. A peel 
of the sealing surface was observed in the decomposed PEFC. It is regarded that the gas was leaked therefrom. 

Example 3 

[01 04] A cell laminate of this example was prepared in the same manner as Example 1 and a porous film 1 0. which 
was a glass fiber film, was attached on a wall face, to which the gas inlet and outlet 1 1 of the manifold apertures 8 were 
open, as shown in Fig. 3. In the same manner, the porous film was attached inside the manifold apertures of the other 
fluids. 

[0105] Subsequently, a phenol resin solution, which was obtained by dissolving phenol resin powder in an organic 
solvent and adjusting the viscosity, was charged from an opening of the manifold placed in the end plate to penetrate 
into the porous film 10. 

[0106] A phenol resin 13 passed through the porous film 1 0 and reached the side face of the cell laminate to enter 
the clearances of the electrodes and the separators. The porous film 10 was peeled off after the phenol resin 13 was 
dried and solidified. The solidified phenol resin 13 formed a gas seal inside the manifold. The gas inlet and outlet were 
not blocked by this resin. 
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Example 4 



[0107] A PEFC of this example was assembled by embedding Teflon spacers having identical cross sections with 
those of inlet and outlet of each fluid at the inlet and outlet communicating with the manifold apertures of the respective 
unit cells in the process of laying 50 unit cells prepared in Example 1 one upon another. At that time, the end of the 
spacer was projected inside the manifold apertures. A gas sealing portion was prepared by applying and drying the 
phenol resin in the same manner as Example 3. By removing the Teflon spacers with a jig, the inlet and outlet of each 
fluid could be ensured. 



[0108] A cell laminate of this example was prepared in the same manner as Example 1 . While a gas was continu- 
ously flown from the inlets of the gases and cooling water, the phenol resin was applied and dried on a specific face of 
the cell laminate with the outlets of the gases and cooling water. Thereafter, while the flow of the gas was reversed, that 
is, while the gas was continuously flown from the respective outlets, the phenol resin was applied and dried on a specific 
face of the cell laminate with the inlets. As the result, the inlets and outlets of gases and cooling water was prevented 
from being blocked by the resin for gas sealing. 



[01 09] Acetylene black carbon powder with 25% by weight of platinum particles having an average particle diame- 
ter of about 30 angstrom carried thereon was used as a reaction catalyst of the electrodes. This catalyst powder was 
dispersed in isopropyl alcohol and then mixed with a dispersion, which was prepared by dispersing pert luorocarbon sul- 
fonic acid powder expressed by Formula (3) wherein I represents 1 or 2 and m = 5 to 13.5, and n = 1000 in ethyl alcohol 
to yield a paste. A catalyst reaction layer was formed on one face of carbon non-woven fabric (thickness of 250 um) by 
means of screen printing method with the paste as the raw material. The quantity control was carried out to make the 
quantity of platinum included in the resulting electrode equal to 0.5 mg/cm 2 and the quantity of perf luorocarbon sulfonic 
acid equal to 1 .2 mg/cm 2 . 



Example 5 



Example 6 
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[01 1 0] Cathode and anode having the identical configuration discussed above were placed on the center of a pro- 
ton-conductive polymer electrolyte membrane, which had a little greater area than that of the electrodes, and joined 
together across the electrolyte membrane by hot press, in such a manner that the printed catalyst layers of the elec- 
trodes were in contact with the electrolyte membrane as shown in Fig. 6 to give an electrolyte membrane-electrode 
assembly (MEA). In the drawing of Fig. 6, numerals 105, 106. and 107 respectively denote gas manifolds, the elec- 
trodes, and the electrolyte membrane. The proton-conductive polymer electrolyte membrane used here was a thin film 
(25 ^m) of perfluorocarbon sulfonic acid expressed by Formula (3) given above. As shown in Fig. 7, the process sub- 
sequently formed a plate-like molded gasket seal 108 with apertures 105 and 109 for the manifolds and the electrodes 
The electrolyte membrane of the MEA over the area of the electrodes was interposed between two gasket seals in 
such a manner that the electrodes of the MEA were fitted in the apertures 109 for the electrodes formed on the center 
of the gasket seals 108. Further, the MEA and gasket seals were then interposed between two separator plates that 
had a shape shown in Fig. 5 and comprised a non-porous carbon material, in such a manner that the gas flow paths 
formed in the respective separator plates feced each other to constitute a PEFC. In Fig. 5, numerals 101 , 102. 103. and 
104 respectively denote the separators, a groove for the gas flow path, a gas inlet manifold, and a gas outlet manifold. 
[0111] On the both faces of the PEFC, by attaching respective pairs of heater plates, collector plates, insulator 
plates, and end plates with apertures for the manifolds and clamping the outer-most end plates with bolts, springs and 
nuts under the pressure of 20 kg/cm 2 per the area of the electrodes, a unit cell structure of the PEFC was constituted. 
[0112] The plate-like molded gasket seal was obtained by forming the required apertures in a plate of 250 \um in 
thickness and composed of the polymer compound expressed by Formula (1) given above. 

[01 1 3] While the PEFC manufactured in the above manner was kept at 75°C. hydrogen gas humidified and heated 
to have the dew point of 73°C was fed to one of the electrodes and the air humidified and heated to have the dew point 
of 68°C was fed to the other of the electrodes. As the result, a cell open voltage of 0.98 V was given under the non- 
loading condition that did not output the electric current to the outside. 

[01 1 4] Although gas leak from the gasket seals portion (periphery) of the PEFC was measured, there was no leak. 
The PEFC was subjected to a continuous power generation test under the conditions of the fuel utilization of 80% the 
oxygen utilization of 40%. and the current density of 0.3 A/cm 2 . This PEFC kept the cell voltage of or over 0 7V over 
5000 hours. 

[0115] PEFCs of comparative examples were prepared with plate-like molded gasket seals, where were respec- 
tively comprising a silicone resin expressed by Formula (4) 

CH3 CH=CH2 
I I 



4- s i — o ) m ( Si-o-) 
I I 

CH3 CH3 



wherein m and n are integers of not less than 1 , EPDM, and polytetraf luoroethylene, in place of the polymer com- 
pound expressed by Formula (1 ) given above and were also subjected to the power generation test. 
[01 16] As the result, the PEFC using the gasket seals of the silicon resin showed favorable properties at the initial 
stage, but a leak of hydrogen gas from the gasket seal was observed after the elapse of approximately 2000 hours. 
Denaturation of the silicone gasket was observed in the decomposed PEFC. 

[01 1 7] The PEFC using the gasket seals of EPDM also showed favorable properties at the initial stage, but the gen- 
eration of the cell voltage suddenly stopped after the elapse of approximately 200 hours. The observation of the decom- 
posed PEFC showed that the EPDM gasket sagged to block the gas flow path. 

[01 18] The PEFC using polytetraf luoroethylene had a leak of hydrogen gas from the gasket even immediately after 
the assembly. 

[0119] The polymer compound expressed by Formula (1) and used in this example was obtained by polymerizing 
the isobutylene oligomer expressed by Formula (2) wherein the number of m was in the range of 56 to 72 with 64 on 
average and both the functional groups X and Y were allyl groups by irradiation of electron rays under the conditions of 
the accelerating voltage of 200 keV and the exposed dose of 1 0 Mrad. The degree of polymerization was approximately 
ten thousand. 

[0120] Trie number of repeated isobutylene oligomer units m of less than 56 gave a hard polymer, which required 
a greater clamping pressure to prevent leaks of hydrogen gas from the gasket seals of the assembled PEFC. The 
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number m of greater than 72, on the other hand, gave an excessively soft polymer, which gave a leak of hydrogen gas 
from the gasket seal after the elapse of approximately 2000 hours in the cell performance test. 
[0121] The irradiation of electron rays was regulated to examine the effect of the degree of polymerization. The 
degree of polymerization of less than 8000 resulted in an excessively soft polymer, which gave a leak of hydrogen gas 
from the gasket seal in the cell performance test. 

[01 22] It was confirmed that the polymer compounds that respectively contained the acryloyl groups, the methacry- 
loyl groups, the isocyanate groups, and the epoxy groups as the end functional groups and were cured by the suitable 
polymerization reactions were also usable. Irradiation of electron rays was used in the case of the acryloyl groups and 
the methacryloyl groups as the end functional groups, and the urethane bonding was formed by the water content in the 
case of the isocyanate groups. In the case of the epoxy groups, the polymer was cured with a known amine curing 
agent, such as ethylenediamine. However, it was confirmed that, like the polymer compound having the allyl groups as 
the functional groups, these polymer compounds effectively prevented gas leaks over a long time period, when the 
number of repeated isobutylene oligomer units m expressed by Formula (2) was adjusted to the range of 56 to 72 and 
the degree of polymerization was not less than 8000. 

Example 7 

[01 23] Acetylene black carbon powder with 25% by weight of platinum particles having an average particle diame- 
ter of about 30 angstrom carried thereon was used as a reaction catalyst of the electrodes. Into a solution of the catalyst 
powder dispersed in isopropyl alcohol, a dispersion which was prepared by dispersing perf luorocarbon sulfonic acid 
powder expressed by Formula (3) in ethyl alcohol is added to yield a paste. A catalyst reaction layer was formed on one 
face of carbon non-woven fabric having a thickness of 250 urn by means of screen printing method with the paste. The 
quantity control was carried out to make the quantity of platinum included in the resulting electrode equal to 0.5 mg/cm 2 
and the quantity of perf luorocarbonsulfonic acid equal to 1 .2 mg/cm 2 . 

[0124] Cathode and anode having the identical configuration discussed above were placed on the center of a pro- 
ton-conductive polymer electrolyte membrane, which had a little greater area than that of the electrodes, and joined 
together across the electrolyte membrane by hot press, in such a manner that the printed catalyst layers of the elec- 
trodes were in contact with the electrolyte membrane as shown in Fig. 6 to give an electrolyte membrane-electrode 
assembly (MEA). The proton-conductive polymer electrolyte membrane used here was a thin film having a thickness of 
25 fim of perf luorocarbonsulfonic acid expressed by Formula (3) given above. 

[0125] As shown in Fig. 7, a gasket-like molded seal which had apertures for the manifolds and the electrodes and 
molded in the plate-like form. The electrolyte membrane of the MEA over the area of the electrodes was interposed 
between two gasket seals, in such a manner that the electrodes of the MEA were fitted in the apertures for the elec- 
trodes formed on the center of the gasket seals. Further, the MEA and gasket seals were then interposed between two 
separator plates that had a shape shown in Fig. 5 and were composed of a non-porous carbon plate as the material, in 
such a manner that the gas flow paths formed in the respective separator plates faced each other to constitute a PEFC. 
[0126] On both faces of the PEFC, by attaching heater plates, collector plates, insulator plates, and end plates with 
required apertures for the manifolds and clamping the outer-most end plates with bolts, springs, and nuts under the 
pressure of 20 kg/cm 2 per the area of the electrodes, a unit cell structure of the PEFC was constituted. 
[0127] The plate-like molded gasket used here was prepared by forming the required apertures in a three-layered 
structure, where a center layer of a heat-resistant polyethylene terephthalate (PET) resin having a thickness of 150 urn 
was interposed between EPDM layers having a thickness of 50 

[0128] While the PEFC manufactured in the above manner was kept at 75°C, hydrogen gas humidified and heated 
to have the dew point of 73°C was fed to one of the electrodes and the air humidified and heated to have the dew point 
of 68°C was fed to the other of the electrodes. This gave a cell voltage of 0.98 V under the non-loading condition. 
Although the test of gas leak from gasket portion (periphery) of the PEFC was measured, there was no leak detected. 
As the result that the PEFC was subjected to a continuous power generation test under the conditions of the fuel utili- 
zation of 80%, the oxygen utilization of 40%, and the current density of 0.3 A/cm 2 , this PEFC kept the cell voltage of or 
over 0.7 V over 5000 hours, enabling power generation without any deterioration of the cell voltage. 

Example 8 

[0129] In first, acetylene black carbon powder with 25% by weight of platinum particles (average particle diameter 
of about 30 angstrom) carried thereon was used as a reaction catalyst of the electrodes. Into a solution of the catalyst 
powder dispersed in isopropyl alcohol, a dispersion which was prepared by dispersing perfluorocarbonsurfonic acid 
powder expressed by Formula (3) in ethyl alcohol was dispersed to yield a paste. A catalyst reaction layer was formed 
on one face of carbon non-woven fabric having a thickness of 250 jim by means of screen printing with the paste. The 
quantity control was carried out to make the quantity of platinum included in the resulting electrode equal to 0.5 mg/cm 2 
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and the quantity of perfluorocarbonsulfonic acid equal to 1.2 mg/cm 2 . 

[0130] Cathode and anode having the identical configuration discussed above were placed on the center of a pro- 
ton-conductive polymer electrolyte membrane, which had a little greater area than that of the electrodes, and joined 
together across the electrolyte membrane by hot press, in such a manner that the printed catalyst layers of the elec- 
trodes were in contact with the electrolyte membrane as shown in Fig. 6 to give an electrolyte membrane-electrode 
assembly (MEA). The proton-conductive polymer electrolyte membrane used here was a thin film having 25 jim of per- 
fluorocarbonsulfonic acid expressed by Formula (3) given above. 

[0131] As shown in Fig. 7, a gasket-like molded seal which had apertures for the manifolds and the electrodes and 
molded in the plate-like form. The electrolyte membrane of the MEA over the area of the electrodes was interposed 
between two gasket seals, in such a manner that the electrodes of the MEA were fitted in the apertures for the elec- 
trodes formed on the center of the gasket seals. Further, the MEA and gasket seals were then interposed between two 
separator plates that had a shape shown in Fig. 5 and were composed of a non-porous carbon plate as the material, in 
such a manner that the gas flow paths formed in the respective separator plates faced each other to constitute a PEFC. 
[0132] On both faces of the PEFC, by attaching heater plates, collector plates, insulator plates, and end plates with 
required apertures for the manifolds and clamping the outer-most end plates with bolts, springs, and nuts under the 
pressure of 20 kg/cm 2 per the area of the electrodes, a unit cell structure of the PEFC was constituted. 
[0133] The plate-like molded gasket seal used here was prepared by forming the required apertures in a three-lay- 
ered structure, where a center layer of a heat-resistant polyethylene terephthalate (PET) resin having a thickness of 1 00 
iim was interposed between layers of 75 urn in thickness composed of the polymer compound expressed by Formula 
(1) given above. The total thickness of the plate-like molded gasket seal was 250 *im. 

[0134] While the PEFC manufactured in the above manner was kept at 75°C, hydrogen gas humidified and heated 
to have the dew point of 73°C was fed to one of the electrodes and the air humidified and heated to have the dew point 
of 68°C was fed to the other of the electrodes. This gave a cell voltage of 0.98 V under the non-loading condition. 
Although the test of gas leak from gasket portion (periphery) of the PEFC was measured, there was no leak detected. 
As the result that the PEFC was subjected to a continuous power generation test under the conditions of the fuel utili- 
zation of 80%, the oxygen utilization of 40%, and the current density of 0.3 A/cm 2 , this PEFC kept the cell voltage of or 
over 0.7 V over 5000 hours, enabling power generation without any deterioration of the cell voltage. 

Example 9 

[01 35] In first, acetylene black carbon powder with 25% by weight of platinum particles (average particle diameter 
of about 30 angstrom) carried thereon was used as a reaction catalyst of the electrodes. Into a solution of the catalyst 
powder dispersed in isopropyl alcohol, a dispersion which was prepared by dispersing perfluorocarbonsulfonic acid 
powder expressed by Formula (3) in ethyl alcohol was dispersed to yield a paste. A catalyst reaction layer was formed 
on one face of carbon non-woven fabric having a thickness of 250 ^m by means of screen printing with the paste. The 
quantity control was carried out to make the quantity of platinum included in the resulting electrode equal to 0.5 mg/cm 2 
and the quantity of perfluorocarbonsulfonic acid equal to 1 .2 mg/cm 2 . 

[01 36] Cathode and anode having the identical configuration discussed above were placed on the center of a pro- 
ton-conductive polymer electrolyte membrane, which had a little greater area than that of the electrodes, and joined 
together across the electrolyte membrane by hot press, in such a manner that the printed catalyst layers of the elec- 
trodes were in contact with the electrolyte membrane as shown in Fig. 6 to give an electrolyte membrane-electrode 
assembly (MEA). The proton-conductive polymer electrolyte membrane used here was a thin film having 25 urn of per- 
fluorocarbonsulfonic acid expressed by Formula (3) given above. 

[0137] Fig. 8 shows the separator plate 101 comprising the non-porous carbon plate and used in this example. A 
gas flow path bridge 1 1 0 made of a non-porous carbon thin plate to make a gas flow path was formed on the upper side 
of the gas flow path groove 102, through which the gas was introduced from the gas inlet manifold 103 to the surface 
of the electrode. In the case where the plate-like molded article used in Examples 6 through 8 was used for the gasket 
seals, the gas flow path bridge shown in Fig. 8 was not required as long as means for preventing the gasket from sag- 
ging into the gas flow path is provided by the method of the present invention. 

[01 38] A mixed solution of the reactive oligomer expressed by Formula (2) and cyclohexane (the weight ratio of the 
mixture was 10:2) was applied on the periphery of the manifolds and the electrodes in the separator plates shown in 
Fig. 8. The mixed solution was also applied at specific sites 1 1 1 and 1 12 shown in Fig. 9 to a thickness of 300 ^m. The 
mixed solution was heated at 85°C for 48 hours to be cured. Before the reactive oligomer expressed by Formula (2) was 
completely cured, the MEA was interposed between two separator plates having the structure of Fig. 9 in such a man- 
ner that the gas flow paths formed in the respective separator plates faced each other to give a polymer electrolyte fuel 
cell stack (PEFC). 

[0139] On both faces of the PEFC, by attaching heater plates, collector plates, insulator plates, and end plates with 
required apertures for the manifolds and clamping the outer-most end plates with bolts, springs, and nuts under the 
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pressure of 20 kg/cm 2 per the area of the electrodes, a unit cell structure of the polymer electrolyte fuel cell was consti- 
tuted. 

[0140] While the PEFC manufactured in the above manner was kept at 75°C, hydrogen gas humidified and heated 
to have the dew point of 73°C was fed to one of the electrodes and the air humidified and heated to have the dew point 
of 68°C was fed to the other of the electrodes. This gave a cell voltage of 0.98 V under the non-loading condition 
Although the test of gas leak from gasket portion (periphery) of the PEFC was measured, there was no leak detected 
As the result that the PEFC was subjected to a continuous power generation test under the conditions of the fuel utili- 
zation of 80%, the oxygen utilization of 40%, and the current density of 0.3 A/cm 2 , this PEFC kept the cell voltage of or 
over 0.7 V over 7000 hours, enabling power generation without any deterioration of the cell voltage. 
[0141] The polymer compound expressed by Formula (1) having polyisobutylene as the backbone structure and 
used in this example was obtained by polymerizing the compound expressed by Formula (2) wherein the repeated iso- 
butylene oligomer units m was in the range of 56 to 72 with 64 on average and both the functional groups X and Y were 
allyl groups by adding 0.2% by weight of benzoyl peroxide as a polymerization initiator to the isobutylene oligomer 
through radical polymerization under the application of heat. After the curing, the degree of polymerization of the cured 
polymer was approximately 9000. Another known chemical, such as azobisisobutyronitrile, may be used as the polym- 
erization initiator. 

[0142] The number of repeated isobutylene oligomer units m of less than 56 gave a hard polymer, which resulted 
in a leak of hydrogen gas from the gasket seal immediately after the assembly of the PEFC. The number m of greater 
than 72. on the other hand, gave an excessively soft polymer, which gave a leak of hydrogen gas from the gasket seal 
after the elapse of approximately 2000 hours in the cell performance test. 

[0143] It was confirmed that the polymer compounds containing respectively contained the acryloyl groups the 
methacryloyl groups, the isocyanate groups, and the epoxy groups as the end functional groups and were cured by the 
suitable polymerization reactions were also usable. Further, it was confirmed that, like the polymer compound having 
the allyl groups as the functional groups, these polymer compounds effectively prevented gas leaks over a long time 
period, when the number of repeated isobutylene oligomer units m expressed by Formula (2) was adjusted to the range 
of 56 to 72 and the degree of polymerization was not less than 8000. 

Example 10 

[0144] Acetylene black carbon powder with 25% by weight of platinum particles (average particle diameter of about 
30 angstrom) carried thereon was used as a reaction catalyst of the electrodes. Into a solution of the catalyst powder 
dispersed in .sopropyl alcohol, a dispersion which was prepared by dispersing perfluorocarbonsulfonic acid powder 
expressed by Formula (3) in ethyl alcohol was dispersed to yield a paste. A catalyst reaction layer was formed on one 
face of carbon non-woven fabric having a thickness of 250 urn by means of screen printing with the paste The quantity 
control was carried out to make the quantity of platinum included in the resulting electrode equal to 0 5 mg/cm 2 and the 
quantity of perfluorocarbonsulfonic acid equal to 1 .2 mg/cm 2 . 

[0145] Cathode and anode having the identical configuration discussed above were placed on the center of a pro- 
ton-conductive polymer electrolyte membrane, which had a little greater area than that of the electrodes, and joined 
together across the electrolyte membrane by hot press, in such a manner that the printed catalyst layers of the elec- 
trodes were in contact with the electrolyte membrane as shown in Fig. 6 to give an electrolyte membrane-electrode 
assembly (ME A). The proton^onductive polymer electrolyte membrane used here was a thin film having 25 urn of per- 
fluorocarbonsulfonic acid expressed by Formula (3) given above. 

[0146] Manifold apertures were punched out of the ME A as shown in Fig. 10 and a mixed solution of the reactive 
oligomer expressed by Formula (2) and cyclohexane was applied on inner circumferences 1 1 4 of the punched-out man- 
ifold apertures and outer-most circumferences 1 1 3 of the electrodes as shown in Fig. 1 0. Before the mixed solution was 
completely cured, the MEA was interposed between two separator plates, which had the shape shown in Fig. 5 and 
were composed of a non-porous carbon material, in such a manner that the gas flow paths formed in the respective 
separator plates faced each other to constitute a PEFC. On both faces of the PEFC, by attaching heater plates, collector 
plates, insulator plates, and end plates with required apertures for the manifolds and clamping the outer-most end 
plates with bolts, springs, and nuts under the pressure of 20 kg/cm 2 per the area of the electrodes, a unit cell structure 
of the polymer electrolyte fuel cell was constituted. 

[0147] While the PEFC manufactured in the above manner was kept at 75°C, hydrogen gas humidified and heated 
to have the dew point of 73°C was fed to one of the electrodes and the air humidified and heated to have the dew point 
of 68°C was fed to the other of the electrodes. This gave a cell voltage of 0.98 V under the non-loading condition. 
Although the test of gas leak from gasket portion (periphery) of the PEFC was measured, there was no leak detected. 
As the result that the PEFC was subjected to a continuous power generation test under the conditions of the fuel utili- 
zation of 80%, the oxygen utilization of 40%, and the current density of 0.3 A/cm 2 , this PEFC kept the cell voltage of or 
over 0.7 V over 7000 hours, enabling power generation without any deterioration of the cell voltage. 
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[0148] The polymer compound expressed by Formula (1) used in this example was obtained by polymerizing the 
compound expressed by Formula (2) wherein the repeated isobutylene oligomer units m was in the range of 56 to 72 
with 64 on average and both the functional groups X and Y were allyl groups by adding 0.3% by weight of benzoyl per- 
oxide as a polymerization initiator to the isobutylene oligomer through radical polymerization under the application of 
heat of 85°C for 48 hours. After the curing, the degree of polymerization of the cured polymer was approximately 1 1 000. 
Another known chemical, such as azobisisobutyronitrile, may be used as the polymerization initiator. 
[0149] It was found that dispersion of an electron conductive agent in the polymer compound expressed by Formula 
(1) having polyisobutylene as the backbone structure improved the output properties of the resulting fuel cell. The seal 
portion was obtained by mixing the polymerizing compound expressed by Formula (2) wherein the number of repeated 
isobutylene oligomer units m was in the range of 56 to 72 with 64 on average and allyl groups were contained as both 
the functional groups X and Y, cyclohexane, acetylene black, and benzoyl peroxide were contained as a polymerization 
initiator at 100 : 20 : 5 : 1 (weight ratio) and by carrying out radical polymerization under the application of heat. 
[0150] While the PEFC manufactured in the above manner was kept at 75°C, hydrogen gas humidified and heated 
to have the dew point of 73°C was fed to one of the electrodes and the air humidified and heated to have the dew point 
of 68°C was fed to the other of the electrodes. This gave a cell voltage of 0.98 V under the non-loading condition. 
Although the test of gas leak from gasket portion (periphery) of the PEFC was measured, there was no leak detected. 
As the result that the PEFC was subjected to a continuous power generation test under the conditions of the fuel utili- 
zation of 80%, the oxygen utilization of 40%, and the current density of 0.3 A/cm 2 , this PEFC kept the cell voltage of or 
over 0.7 V over 5000 hours, enabling power generation without any deterioration of the cell voltage. 

Example 1 1 

[01 51 ] Acetylene black carbon powder with 25% by weight of platinum particles having an average particle diame- 
ter of about 30 angstrom carried thereon was used as a reaction catalyst of the electrodes. Into a solution of the catalyst 
powder dispersed in isopropyl alcohol, a dispersion which was prepared by dispersing perfluorocarbonsulfonic acid 
powder expressed by Formula (3) in ethyl alcohol was mixed to yield a paste. A catalyst reaction layer was formed on 
one face of carbon non-woven fabric having a thickness of 250 urn by means of screen printing method with the paste. 
The quantity control was carried out to make the quantity of platinum included in the resulting electrode equal to 0.5 
mg/cm 2 and the quantity of perfluorocarbonsulfonic acid equal to 1 .2 mg/cm 2 . 

[0152] Cathode and anode having the identical configuration discussed above were placed on the center of a pro- 
ton-conductive polymer electrolyte membrane 107, which had a little greater area than that of the electrodes, and joined 
together across the electrolyte membrane by hot press, in such a manner that the printed catalyst layers of the elec- 
trodes were in contact with the electrolyte membrane as shown in Fig. 6 to give an electrolyte membrane-electrode 1 06 
assembly (ME A). The proton-conductive polymer electrolyte membrane used here was a thin film having a thickness of 
25 iim of perfluorocarbonsulfonic acid expressed by Formula (3) given above. 

[01 53] The electrolyte membrane of the ME A over the area of the electrodes was interposed between two plate-like 
molded gasket seals, in such a manner that the electrodes of the MEA were fitted in rectangular apertures for the elec- 
trodes formed on the center of the plate-like molded gasket seals having the apertures for the electrodes, apertures for 
cooling water, and apertures for manifolds 1 1 5 shown in Fig. 1 2 and, further, the MEA and the plate-like molded gasket 
seals were then interposed between two separator plates that respectively had a gas flow path shown in Fig. 1 3. in such 
a manner that the gas flow paths formed in the respective separator plates faced each other to constitute a PEFC. 
[0154] The separator plate was prepared by mixing expanded graphite powder with the polymer compound 
expressed by Formula (1) and press-molding the mixture. The separator plate had the gas flow path shown in Fig. 13 
on one face thereof and a groove for the flow path of cooling water on the opposite face thereof. 
[0155] The plate-like molded gasket used here was prepared by forming the required apertures in a three-layered 
structure (250 ^m in thickness), where a center layer of a heat-resistant polyethylene terephthalate (PET) resin having 
a thickness of 100 urn was interposed between layers of 75 um in thickness composed of the polymer compound 
expressed by Formula (1) given above. 

[0156] 50 PEFCs of the above unit cell structure were successively laid one upon another to form a cell laminate 
as schematically illustrated in Fig. 14. The polymer compound expressed by Formula (1) was used for the sealing por- 
tions around a cooling water flow path 1 1 6. On the both faces of the cell laminate, by attaching collector plates, insulator 
plates, and end plates with required apertures for the gas and cooling water manifolds and clamping the outer-most end 
plates with bolts, springs, and nuts under the pressure of 20 kg/cm 2 per the area of the electrodes, a stack of PEFCs 
was constituted. While the PEFC stack was kept at 75°C under the flow of cooling water, hydrogen gas humidified and 
heated to have the dew point of 73°C was fed to the anode and the air humidified and heated to have the dew point of 
68°C was fed to the cathode. This gave a cell voltage of 49 V under the non-loading condition. There were no gas leaks 
from the gasket seals (periphery) of the PEFC stack. The PEFC stack was subjected to a continuous power generation 
test under the conditions of the fuel utilization of 80%, the oxygen utilization of 40%, and the current density of 0.7 
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A/cm 2 . This PEFC stack kept the cell voltage of or over 31 V over 5000 hours, enabling power generation without any 
deterioration of the cell voltage. 

Example 12 

[0157] Acetylene black carbon powder with 25% by weight of platinum particles having an average particle diame- 
ter of about 30 angstrom carried thereon was used as a reaction catalyst of the electrodes. Into a solution of the catalyst 
powder dispersed in isopropyl alcohol, a dispersion which was prepared by dispersing perfluorocarbonsulfonic acid 
powder expressed by Formula (3) in ethyl alcohol was mixed to yield a paste. A catalyst reaction layer was formed on 
one face of carbon non-woven fabric having a thickness of 250 urn by means of screen printing method with the paste 
as the raw material. The quantity control was carried out to make the quantity of platinum included in the resulting elec- 
trode equal to 0.5 mg/cm 2 and the quantity of perfluorocarbonsulfonic acid equal to 1 .2 mg/cm 2 . 
[0158] Cathode and anode having the identical configuration discussed above were placed on the center of a pro- 
ton-conductive polymer electrolyte membrane, which had a little greater area than that of the electrodes, and joined 
together across the electrolyte membrane by hot press, in such a manner that the printed catalyst layers of the elec- 
trodes were in contact with the electrolyte membrane as shown in Fig. 6 to give an electrolyte membrane-electrode 
assembly (MEA). The proton-conductive polymer electrolyte membrane used here was a thin film having a thickness of 
25 ^m of perfluorocarbonsulfonic acid expressed by Formula (3) given above. 

[0159] The electrolyte membrane of the MEA over the area of the electrodes was interposed between two plate-like 
molded gasket seals, in such a manner that the electrodes of the MEA were fitted in rectangular apertures for the elec- 
trodes formed on the center of the plate-like molded gasket seals having the apertures for the electrodes, apertures for 
cooling water, and apertures for manifolds shown in Fig. 12 and, further, the MEA and the plate-like molded gasket 
seals were then interposed between two separator plates that respectively had a gas flow path shown in Fig. 1 3, in such 
a manner that the gas flow paths formed in the respective separator plates faced each other. This gave a PEFC. 
[01 60] The separator plate was prepared by making a porous sheet of expanded graphite powder, which had been 
molded in advance, impregnated with the polymer compound, which was expressed by Formula (1) and had 
polyisobutylene as the backbone structure, and press-molding the polymer-impregnated porous sheet. The separator 
plate had the gas flow path shown in Fig. 13 on one face thereof and a groove for the flow path of cooling water on the 
opposite face thereof. 

[0161] The plate-like molded gasket used here was prepared by forming the required apertures in a three-layered 
structure, where a center layer of a heat-resistant polyethylene terephthalate (PET) resin having a thickness of 100 ^m 
was interposed between layers (sheets) of 75 um in thickness composed of the polymer compound expressed by For- 
mula (1) given above. 

[01 62] The polymer compound expressed by Formula (1 ) and used in this example had the same structure and was 
manufactured by the same method as Example 1 . 

[0163] 50 PEFCs of the above unit cell structure were successively laid one upon another to form a cell laminate 
as schematically illustrated in Fig. 14. The polymer compound expressed by Formula (1) was used for the sealing por- 
tions around a cooling water flow path. On both faces of the cell laminate, by attaching collector plates, insulator plates, 
and end plates with required apertures for the gas and cooling water manifolds and clamping the outer-most end plates 
with bolts, springs, and nuts under the pressure of 20 kg/cm 2 per the area of the electrodes, a stack of PEFC was con- 
stituted. 

[01 64] While the PEFC stack was kept at 75°C under the flow of cooling water, hydrogen gas humidified and heated 
to have the dew point of 73°C was fed to the anode and the air humidified and heated to have the dew point of 68°C 
was fed to the cathode. This gave a cell voltage of 49 V under the non-loading condition. There were no gas leaks from 
the gasket seals (periphery) of the PEFC stack. The PEFC stack was subjected to a continuous power generation test 
under the conditions of the fuel utilization of 80%, the oxygen utilization of 40%, and the current density of 0.7 A/cm 2 . 
This PEFC stack kept the cell voltage of or over 31 V over 5000 hours. Namely this PEFC stack enabled power gener- 
ation without any deterioration of the cell voltage. 

Example 13 

[0165] Acetylene black carbon powder with 25% by weight of platinum particles having an average particle diame- 
ter of about 30 angstrom carried thereon was used as a reaction catalyst of the electrodes. Into a solution of the catalyst 
powder dispersed in isopropyl alcohol, a dispersion which was prepared by dispersing perfluorocarbonsulfonic acid 
powder expressed by Formula (3) in ethyl alcohol was mixed to yield a paste. A catalyst reaction layer was formed on 
one face of carbon non-woven fabric having a thickness of 250 by means of screen printing method with the paste 
as the raw material. The quantity control was carried out to make the quantity of platinum included in the resulting elec- 
trode equal to 0.5 mg/cm 2 and the quantity of perfluorocarbonsulfonic acid equal to 1 .2 mg/cm 2 . 
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[0166] Cathode and anode having the identical configuration discussed above were placed on the center of a pro- 
ton-conductive polymar electrolyte membrane, which had a little greater area than that of the electrodes, and joined 
together across the electrolyte membrane by hot press, in such a manner that the printed catalyst layers of the elec- 
trodes were in contact with the electrolyte membrane as shown in Fig. 6 to give an electrolyte membrane-electrode 
assembly (MEA). The proton-conductive polymer electrolyte membrane used here was a thin film having a thickness of 
25 um of perfluorocarbonsulfonic acid expressed by Formula (3) given above. 

[01 67] The electrolyte membrane of the MEA over the area of the electrodes was interposed between two plate-like 
molded gasket seals, in such a manner that the electrodes of the MEA were fitted in rectangular apertures for the elec- 
trodes formed on the center of the plate-like molded gasket seals having the apertures for the electrodes, apertures for 
cooling water, and apertures for manifolds shown in Fig. 12. The MEA and the plate-like molded gasket seals were then 
interposed between two separator plates that respectively had a gas flow path shown in Fig. 1 3, in such a manner that 
the gas flow paths formed in the respective separator plates faced each other. This gave a PEFC. 
[0168] The separator plate was prepared by press-molding a porous sheet of expanded graphite powder, making 
the surface of the molded sheet with a gas flow path water-repellent, making the porous sheet impregnated with a 
mixed solution of the reactive oligomer expressed by Formula (2) and cyclohexane (mixing weight ratio of 1 0 to 2), and 
heating the impregnated porous sheet at 85°C for 48 hours. The separator plate had the gas flow path shown in Fig. 13 
on one face thereof and a groove for the flow path of cooling water on the opposite face thereof. The water repellency 
was attained by heating an applied layer of an aqueous dispersion of tetrafluoroethylene-hexaf luoropropylene copoly- 
mer at approximately 350°C. 

[0169] The plate-like molded gasket used here was prepared by forming the required apertures in a three-layered 
structure, where a center layer of a heat-resistant polyethylene terephthalate (PET) resin having a thickness of 100 urn 
was interposed between layers (sheets) of 75 urn in thickness composed of the polymer compound expressed by For- 
mula (1) given above. 

[0170] 50 PEFCs of the above unit cell structure were successively laid one upon another to form a cell laminate 
as schematically illustrated in Fig. 14. The polymer compound expressed by Formula (1) was used for the sealing por- 
tions around a cooling water flow path. The process interposed the cell laminate between respective pairs of collector 
plates, insulator plates, and end plates with required apertures for the gas and cooling water manifolds and clamped 
the outer-most end plates with bolts, springs, and nuts under the pressure of 20 kg/cm 2 per the area of the electrodes 
to yield a stack of PEFCs. 

[01 71 ] While the PEFC stack was kept at 75°C under the flow of cooling water, hydrogen gas humidified and heated 
to have the dew point of 73°C was fed to the anode and the air humidified and heated to have the dew point of 68°C 
was fed to the cathode. This gave a cell voltage of 49 V under the non-loading condition. There were no gas leaks from 
the gasket seals (periphery) of the PEFC stack The PEFC stack was subjected to a continuous power generation test 
under the conditions of the fuel utilization of 80%, the oxygen utilization of 40%, and the current density of 0.7 A/cm 2 
THis PEFC stack kept the cell voltage of or over 31 V over 5000 hours, enabling power generation without any deterio- 
ration of the cell voltage. 

[0172] -me polymer compound expressed by Formula (1) and used in this example was obtained by polymerizing 
the compound expressed by Formula (2) wherein the number of repeated isobutylene oligomer units m is in the range 
of 56 to 72 with 64 on average and allyl groups were contained as both the functional groups by adding 0.2% by weight 
of benzoyl peroxide as a polymerization initiator to the isobutylene oligomer through radical polymerization under the 
application of heat. The degree of polymerization of the cured polymer was approximately 9000. 

Example 14 



[01 73] Acetylene black carbon powder with 25% by weight of platinum particles having an average particle diame- 
ter of about 30 angstrom carried thereon was used as a reaction catalyst of the electrodes. Into a solution of the catalyst 
powder dispersed in isopropyl alcohol, a dispersion which was prepared by dispersing perfluorocarbonsulfonic acid 
powder expressed by Formula (3) in ethyl alcohol was mixed to yield a paste. A catalyst reaction layer was formed on 
one face of carbon non-woven fabric having a thickness of 250 jim by means of screen printing method with the paste 
as the raw material. The quantity control was carried out to make the quantity of platinum included in the resulting elec- 
trode equal to 0.5 mg/cm 2 and the quantity of perfluorocarbonsulfonic acid equal to 1 .2 mg/cm 2 . 
[0174] Cathode and anode having the identical configuration discussed above were placed on the center of a pro- 
ton-conductive polymer electrolyte membrane, which had a little greater area than that of the electrodes, and joined 
together across the electrolyte membrane by hot press, in such a manner that the printed catalyst layers of the elec- 
trodes were in contact with the electrolyte membrane as shown in Fig. 6 to give an electrolyte membrane-electrode 
assembly (MEA). The proton-conductive polymer electrolyte membrane used here was a thin film having a thickness of 
25 um of perfluorocarbonsulfonic acid expressed by Formula (3) given above. 

[0175] The MEA was interposed between two separator plates having gas flow paths shown in Fig. 15. in such a 
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manner that the electrodes of the MEA respectively face the gas flow paths formed in the separator plates to constitute 
a PEFC. 

[0176] The central portion of the separator plate, which was in contact with the electrode, was composed of 
SUS316, whereas the peripheral portion of the separator plate, which was in contact with the electrolyte membrane, 
had gas and cooling water manifolds, and worked to seal the flows of gas and cooling water, was composed of the pol- 
ymer compound expressed by Formula (1). The separator plate had the gas flow path shown in Fig. 15 on one face 
thereof and a groove for the flow path of cooling water on the opposite face thereof. This arrangement enabled the 
peripheral portion of the separator plate to function as the gasket seals, thereby not requiring separate gaskets. 
[0177] 50 PEFCs of the above unit cell structure were successively laid one upon another to form a cell laminate 
as schematically illustrated in Fig. 16. Collector plates 118 having required apertures for the gas and cooling water 
manifolds were placed across the cell laminate and an internal humidifier was further placed via a partition plate 119 
outside one of the collector plates 118. The internal humidifier had a polymer electrolyte membrane 121 on the center 
thereof, where the discharge of cooling water flew on one face of the polymer electrolyte membrane and the supply of 
gas flew on the other face thereof to enable the supply of gas to be heated and humidified simultaneously. 
[0178] In the structure of Fig. 16, ten of such internal humidifiers were successively laid one upon another. In the 
drawing of Fig. 16. numerals 122 and 123 respectively represent a groove for a flow path of the discharge of cooling 
water and a groove for a gas inlet flow path. The polymer compound expressed by Formula (1) and placed around the 
internal humidifiers function as the gasket seals of the gas and cooling water and, like the separator plates, this arrange- 
ment does not require separate gaskets. 

[0179] The process interposed the ceil laminate between respective pairs of insulator plates and end plates with 
required apertures for the gas and cooling water manifolds and clamped the outer-most end plates with bolts, springs, 
and nuts under the pressure of 20 kg/cm 2 per the area of the electrodes to yield a stack of PEFCs. 
[0180] While the PEFC stack was kept at 75°C under the flow of cooling water, dry hydrogen gas was humidified 
and heated by the internal humidifier and fed to the anode and the dry air was humidified and heated by the internal 
humidifier and fed to the cathode. This gave a cell voltage of 49 V under the non-loading condition. There were no gas 
leaks from the gasket seals (periphery) of the PEFC stack. The PEFC stack was subjected to a continuous power gen- 
eration test under the conditions of the fuel utilization of 80%, the oxygen utilization of 40%, and the current density of 
0.7 A/cm 2 . This PEFC stack kept the cell voltage of or over 31 V over 5000 hours. Namely this PEFC stack enabled 
power generation without any deterioration of the cell voltage. 

[0181] The polymer compound expressed by Formula (1) and used in this example was obtained by polymerizing¥g 
the compound expressed by Formula (2) wherein the number of repeated isobutylene oligomer units m was in the range 
of 56 to 72 with 64 on average and allyl groups were contained as both the functional groups X and Y by adding 0.2% 
by weight of benzoyl peroxide as a polymerization initiator to the isobutylene oligomer and carrying out radical polym- 
erization at 85°C for 48 hours. The degree of polymerization of the cured polymer was approximately 9000. 

Industrial Applicability 

[0182] The present invention provides a polymer electrolyte fuel cell stack having excellent durability and produc- 
tivity. Gasket sealing portions, a sealing portion for cooling water, and sealing portions for water and gas in an internal 
humidifying unit are constituted by a polymer compound that has polyisobutylene as the backbone structure. This 
arrangement gives the polymer electrolyte fuel cell stack having high reliability. 

Claims 

1 - A polymer electrolyte fuel cell stack comprising a plurality of unit cells, each of said unit cells comprising a polymer 
electrolyte membrane, a pair of electrodes that are arranged across said polymer electrolyte membrane and 
respectively have a catalytic reaction layer, a separator having means for feeding a supply of fuel gas containing 
hydrogen gas to one of said electrodes, and another separator having means for feeding a supply of oxidant gas to 
the other of said electrodes, 

wherein a sealing portion is disposed at least in the vicinity of each of said electrodes. 

2. A polymer electrolyte fuel cell stack in accordance with claim 1 , wherein said separator has cooling means with a 
sealing portion. 

3. A polymer electrolyte fuel cell stack in accordance with claim 1, wherein said sealing portion is arranged around 
each electrode or in a space formed in the periphery of each electrode between said pair of separators. 

4. A polymer electrolyte fuel cell stack in accordance with claim 1, wherein said sealing portion is arranged over a 
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whole side face of said unit cells. 

5. A polymer electrolyte fuel cell stack in accordance with claim 1, wherein a manifold for feeding the supply of fuel 
gas or the supply of oxidant gas to each of said electrodes is disposed on a side face of said unit cells. 

6. A polymer electrolyte fuel cell stack in accordance with claim 1 , said polymer electrolyte fuel cell stack further com- 
prising a humidifying unit that enables heat exchange between a flow of cooling water discharged from said poly- 
mer electrolyte fuel cell stack and a flow of fuel gas fed to said polymer electrolyte fuel cell stack and simultaneously 
carries out heating and humidifying, said humidifying unit having a sealing portion. 

7. A polymer electrolyte fuel cell stack in accordance with claim 1 , wherein said sealing portion is constituted by a pol- 
ymer compound expressed by Formula (1): 

CH3 

Ri-P X i-f- CHz-C— i 4t-R2 

I ^ 
CH3 

(i) 



wherein R 1 and R 2 are non-functional end groups; Xi and Yi are independently polymerizable functional 
groups and form crosslinking points after polymerization; m is an integer of not less than 1 and represents a 
number of repeated isobutylene oligomer units; and i is an integer of not less than 1 and represents the degree of 
polymerization. 

8. A polymer electrolyte fuel cell stack in accordance with claim 1 , wherein said separator is constituted by a carbon 
material or a metal material and a polymer compound expressed by Formula (1): 

CH 3 

Ri-Pxi-f CH 2 — C — ^TtT Y ' ~K~ R2 
^ I 

CH3 

(i) 

wherein R 1 and R 2 are non-functional end groups; Xi and Yi are independently polymerizable functional 
groups and form crosslinking points after polymerization; m is an integer of not less than 1 and represents a 
number of repeated isobutylene oligomer units; and i is an integer of not less than 1 and represents the degree of 
polymerization. 

9. A polymer electrolyte fuel cell stack in accordance with claim 7, wherein the polymerizable functional groups Xi and 
Yi in said Formula (1) are independently allyl group, acryloyl group, methacryloyl group, isocyanate group, or epoxy 
group. 

10. A polymer electrolyte fuel cell stack in accordance with claim 7, wherein the number of repeated isobutylene oli- 
gomer units m in said Formula (1) ranges from 56 to 72. 

1 1 . A polymer electrolyte fuel cell stack in accordance with claim 7, wherein the degree of polymerization i of the poly- 
mer compound in said Formula (1) is not less than 8000. 

1 2. A polymer electrolyte fuel cell stack in accordance with claim 1 , wherein at least portion of said sealing portion con- 
sists of plural layers. 
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13. A polymer electrolyte fuel cell stack in accordance with claim 1, wherein said sealing portion has a three-layered 
structure, where a heat-resistant hard resin layer is interposed between a pair of elastic resin layers. 

14. A polymer electrolyte fuel cell stack in accordance with claim 13, wherein the heat-resistant hard resin layer is con- 
stituted by a polyethylene terephthalate resin and the elastic resin layer is constituted by a polymer compound 
expressed by Formula (1): 



Ri 



CH 2 



CH3 
I 

CH3 



m 



Y i 



9t 



R2 



(1) 



wherein R-j and R 2 are non-functional end groups; Xi and Yi are independently polymerizable functional 
groups and form crosslinking points after polymerization; m is an integer of not less than 1 and represents a 
number of repeated isobutylene oligomer units; and i is an integer of not less than 1 and represents the degree of 
polymerization. 
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FIG. 1 
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FIG. 3 
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FIG. 11 
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FIG. 12 
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